

18 Years = 6,570 days

This is your window of opportunity! In 18 years it will be time for your child to GO out into the world. The days may feel long, but the years will fly by too fast! As a parent, you have a God-given calling to prepare your child to GO into this world. BUT what should they be going with? As a parent it is your calling to implant the Christian worldview into the heart of your child, and prepare them to GO into this world armed with the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

Preparing your child to GO is not something that happens by accident. It requires intentional training. At Union, we believe there are different phases of parenting, and each phase presents unique challenges and rewards. We believe it is very important to make sure to celebrate the transition out of one phase as well as prepare for the phase that is coming next. 

Parenting Phases:









For Additional Reading

Family Worship by Donald Whitney
Disciplines of a Godly Family by Kent and Barbara Hughes
The Faithful Parent by Martha Peace and Stuart Scott
Parenting God’s Way by Alistair Begg
The Shepherd Leader at Home by Timothy Witmer
Doing Life With Your Adult Children by Jim Burns
Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours by Kevin Leman
Have a New Teenager by Friday by Kevin Leman
Have a New Kid by Friday by Kevin Leman
Parenting Isn’t For Cowards by James Dobson
Family Driven Faith by Voddie Baucham Jr. 
Boundaries with Kids by Cloud and Townsend



18 years! This is your window of opportunity! As you intentionally seek to implant the Christian worldview into your children we want you to know that you are not alone! At Union we believe it is our calling to come alongside families to help equip parents and guide children to walk faithfully with Jesus Christ. It is for this reason that at different transition phases in a child’s life we will be giving godly resources to help parents navigate the different challenges that these phases present. These resources will be given at the baby dedication, a child’s baptism after being saved, the start of kindergarten, the start of 6th grade, and High School Graduation. It is our desire to see your family flourish in your love and faithfulness for Jesus Christ, and to help position your family to be used greatly for the Kingdom of God!  
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Shaping an Identity

(6TH - 8TH GRADES)

KeY Focus: Family Checkpoints:

CELEBRATING YOUR LOvVE:
CHILD'S UNIQUENESS |~ AFTER WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, ASK YOUR
CHILD, "WHAT IS ONE THING YOU LEARNED?"

IN GoD
- ATTEND AT LEAST ONE WEDNESDAY NIGHT p
KEY EVENTS: SERVICE WITH YOUR CHILD
- JOINING THE UNION | Grow:
STUDENT MINISTRY - INVOLVE OTHER GODLY ADULTS IN YOUR

CHILD'S LIFE TO TEACH, TRAIN, AND
ENCOURAGE THEM

- CHURCH MISSION
TRIPS

SERVE:
- BEGIN TO CHALLENGE YOUR STUDENT TO
SERVE OTHERS: MOWING THEIR YARD,

BY RICK HORNE
- GOSPEL POWERED

PARENTING BY SHOVELING THEIR SNOW, ETC.
FARLEY - ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO GET INVOLVED
IN SERVING ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Go:
GET OUTTA
MY FACE| - PRAY ABOUT GOING ON A CHURCH MISSION

TRIP WITH YOUR CHILD
- CHALLENGE YOUR CHILD TO DEVELOP A LIST
s OF UNCHURCHED FRIENDS TO PRAY FOR

s
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Preparing to Go

(9TH - 10TH GRADES)

KEey Focus: Family Checkpoints:
ROOTING YOUR CHILD | LOvE:

IN A CHRISTIAN - HONOR GOD'S INSTRUCTION TO KEEP A DAY
OB OF REST. CREATE A PLACE FOR FAMILY TIME,
REST, AND SERVICE.

KEY EVENTS: - MAINTAIN A HABIT OF RIDING TO CHURCH
- STUDENT MINISTRY | TOGETHER
EVENTS GROW:
- ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENT TO BEGIN
- CHURCH MISSION

DAILY DEVOTIONAL HABIT.
TRIPS

POWELL AND CLARK | - TRY TO FIND WAYS TO SERVE TOGETHER AT

ERPALINER(e]0):3 UNION ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
PHONE IS CHANGING | - INCLUDE YOUR CHILD IN THE DIFFERENT
WAYS THAT YOU ARE PERSONALLY
MINISTERING TO OTHERS
Go:
- OFFER YOUR HOME AS A SAFE PLACE FOR
YOUR CHILD'S FRIENDS (BOTH CHURCHED AND
UNCHURCHED)
- CONSIDER WATCHING A MISSIONARY MOVIE
WITH YOUR CHILD AND DISCUSS IT (END OF
THE SPEAR IS A GOOD ONE)

You BY REINKE
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Launching into Life

(11TH - 12TH GRADES)

KEy Focus:
RELEASING A FULLY
DEVOTED DISCIPLE OF
JESUS CHRIST

Family Checkpoints:
LovE:

- AS YOUR STUDENT VISITS COLLEGES, BE
SURE TO INVESTIGATE AND ATTEND SOLID
CHURCHES IN THAT CITY

KEY EVENTS: - CONTINUE TO MAKE SUNDAY WORSHIP A
- JUNIOR/SENIOR PRIORITY
RETREAT oo
G - CONSIDER HOSTING A SMALL GROUP BOOK
EERADUATION OR BIBLE STUDY WITH YOUR CHILD AND
RECOGNITION

CLOSE FRIE!

- ME. NI
BYC.S. LEWIS

SERVE:

- FIND WAYS TO SERVE TOGETHER IN
- HOLE IN OUR MINISTRY - AT CHURCH AND IN YOUR
HOLINESS BY GO MM

- MODEL SERVICE FOR YOUR CHILD, ALLOWING
THEM TO SEE YOU MAKING PERSONAL
SACRIFICES FOR THE LORD

Go:

- HELP YOUR CHILD UNDERSTAND THE
IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING MISSIONARIES
AROUND THE WORLD

- INVITE ADULTS WHO HAVE BEEN SPIRITUAL
LEADERS IN THIER LIVES OVER FOR DINNER

DEYOUNG
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Got Questions?
ff-\‘ Email us at:
ANGELE®  jon@discoverunion.org
ubckidsu@gmail.com
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Welcome to the World

(EXPECTING - 2 YEARS)

Key Focus: Family Checkpoints:
DEVELOPING A VISION | LovE:
FOR YOUR CHILD AND | - PRAY REGULARLY WITH YOUR CHILD: AS YOU
YOUR PARENTING FEED THEM, CHANGE THEM, RIDE IN THE CAR
- TEACH THEM WORDS LIKE: BIBLE, JESUS, p
GOD, PRAY, AND PRAISE
KEY EVENTS:
GROW:
BABY DEDICATION

- READ AND DISCUSS ONE OF OUR KEY
RESOURCES WITH YOUR SPOUSE AND/OR
FRIEND

NEW PARENT DINNER

CHIL EART BY ERVE:

TRIPP - GIVE AN UNCHURCHED NEIGHBOR IN YOUR
SAME STAGE OF LIFE A NIGHT OUT BY
BABYSITTING FOR AN EVENING

TripP - SIGN UP AS A REGULAR VOLUNTEER IN OUR
PRESCHOOL MINISTRY

- PARENTING BY PAUL

Go:

- WHEN THE CHURCH GOES ON A MISSION
Shepherding | TRIP, POINT TO THE LOCATION ON A MAP AND
4 Childs Heart

m TEACH YOUR CHILD THE NAME OF THE
COUNTRY OR CITY. PRAY FOR THE TRIP
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Building a Foundation

(2-5 YEARS)

Key Focus: Family Checkpoints:

PREPARING YOUR CHILD | LOVE:
TO KNOW AND LOVE - TOGETHER, MEMORIZE A MONTHLY VERSE
', - PLAY SCRIPTURE BASED MUSIC IN YOUR

Gop's WORD
HOME AND IN THE CAR p

KEY EVENTS: GROW:

- CREATE A HABIT OF READING BIBLE

STORIES REGULARLY WITH YOUR CHILD
- JOIN A GROWTH GROUP SO THAT YOUR
PRESCHOOLER SEES YO

OUND

STORYBOOK BIBLE BY | 1iE HOLIDAYS
LLOYD-JONES - BE MINDFUL AND DROP OFF A MEAL OR CARE
- LOVING THE LITTLE | PACKAGE TO YOUR NEIGHBORS DURING

YEARS BY ]ANKOVIC ILLNESS, INJURY, OR CRISIS

Go:
- AS A FAMILY, FIND A WAY TO SACRIFICIALLY

GIVE DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON, SUCH
AS PACKING AN OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOX
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Connecting to Christ

(K-5TH GRADE)

KEy Focus:
COMMUNICATING THE
PLAN OF SALVATION
THROUGH JESUS TO
YOUR CHILD

KEY EVENTS:

- JOINING THE
KipsU MINISTRY
-VBS

BY KEVIN DEYOUNG
- INSTRUCTING A
CHILD'S HEART BY
TRIPP

Family Checkpoints:
LovE:
- D1scuss THE KIDSU WORSHIP LESSON
WITH YOUR CHILD
- BE PRESENT AT THE F4 WORSHIP SERVICES
TO SHOW YOUR CHILD THAT PRAISING GOD IS
IMPORTANT TO YOU
GRrOw:
- SET ASIDE TIME TO READ THE BIGGEST
STORY WITH YOUR CHILD

- LEARN YOUR NEIGHBOR'S NAMES AND HAVE
THEM OVER FOR A MEAL. PLAY A GAME!

- BECOME A REGULAR VOLUNTEER IN THE
KipsU MINISTRY

Go:

- ENCOURAGE YOUR KIDS TO SAVE SOME
MONEY TO GIVE TO THE CHURCH'S MISSION
OFFERING

- ADOPT A LOCAL FIRE, POLICE, OR EMT
STATION AND DELIVER COOKIES OR THANK YOU
NOTES




